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Purpose	

The	purpose	of	this	training	is	to	introduce	
teachers,	program	directors,	and	professional	
developers	to	evidence-based	assessment	and	
instructional	practices	and	resources	that	
instructors	of	adult	learners	can	use	to	inform	
their	classroom	practices	to	improve	their	
students’	writing	skills.	



Learning	Objectives	

After	participating	in	this	training,	participants	
will	be	able	to:		

!  Summarize	major	findings	of	recent	research	
about	the	challenges	that	instructors	face	while	
teaching	writing	skills	to	adult	learners	

!  Identify	evidence-based	strategies	that	may	prove	
effective	in	helping	adult	writers	in	developing	
skills	

!  Find	and	use	recommended,	research-based	
resources	that	support	writing	activities	for	adults	

 



What	Are	Your	Questions	&	Challenges?	

!  What	do	you	hope	to	get	out	of	this	workshop?	
!  What	are	your	questions	about	how	to	assess	and	
teach	writing?	

!  What	are	your	most	pressing	challenges	in	helping	
your	students	improve	their	writing?	



Planning	

Text	
production	

Evaluation		
Revision	

Self	
regulation	

Goals	 Content	 Organize	

The	Writing	Process	



The	Big	Picture	of	Writing	

Meaning	=	Prior	learning	and	experience	and	new	learning	



Less	is	More!	



Principles	of	Effective		
Writing	Instruction	



			Address	Attributions,	Beliefs	&	Motivation	for	Writing		
	

 



Provide	Explicit	Instruction	
 



Target	Specific	and	Individual	Difficulties		



Provide	Individualized	Instruction		



Provide	Opportunities	to	Practice	Skills		



Offer	Choices	



Promote	Skill	Transfer	



Integrate	Reading	and	Writing	



Teach	Foundational	Skills	



Modeling	and	Self	Regulating	



Support	Learner	Motivation	and	Persistence	



Struggling	Writers	

What	experiences	have	you	had	working	with	
struggling	writers?		
	
How	can	you	incorporate	the	principles	of	
effective	writing	instruction	into	your	own	
practice?		

Discussion	



Practices	for	Effective		
Writing	Instruction	



POW+TREE	

Writing	Strategies	



Summarization	



Collaborative	Writing		



Specific	Product	Goals	



Purpose	 Form	

Audience	

formal	

informal	

genre	

remember	learn	

assess	

share	

inform	

persuade	

argue	

self	

other	
students	

teacher	 others	outside	
the	classroom	

Goal	Setting	
Making	Decisions	about	Classroom	Writing	Activities	



																		

Word	Processing	



Sentence	Combining		



Prewriting/Planning		



Inquiry	Activities	



Process	Writing	Approach		



Study	of	Models	and	Modeling		



Writing	for	Content	Learning	



Grammar	





Writing	Strategies	



 

Writing	Territories		



Writing	Territories-	an	Example	
 

!  trapped	in	the	opossum	cage	
!  I	slept	with	a	butcher	knife	
!  my	night	with	a	mountain	lion	
!  digging	up	past	lives	in	Sicily	
!  my	brief	stint	living	in	Kenya	
!  Gollum,	the	one-eyed	demon	cat	
!  meet	and	marry	on	a	Greek	island	
 



POW	

!  Pick	my	idea	
!  Organize	
!  Write	and	say	more	



Narrowing	a	Topic	



      My	Brief	Stint	Living	in	Kenya	



	My	Brief	Stint	Living	in	Kenya	

teaching	at	the	harambee	school	
low	budget	photo	safari	
observing	the	witch	smeller	
living	in	a	mud	hut	
going	to	the	big	city	
visit	from	my	boyfriend	
getting	to	know	the	locals	



	My	Brief	Stint	Living	in	Kenya	
	
teaching	at	the	harambee	school	
low	budget	photo	safari	
observing	the	witch	smeller	
living	in	a	mud	hut	
going	to	the	big	city	
visit	from	my	boyfriend	
getting	to	know	the	locals	
 
 



Teaching	at	the	Harambee	School	



Teaching	at	the	Harambee	School	

home	economics	
English	
students	as	servants	
the	rogue	pig	
 
 



Teaching	at	the	Harambee	School	

home	economics	
English	
students	as	servants	
the	rogue	pig	



Home	Economics	



Home	Economics	

cornbread	and	cake	
the	21	types	of	dirt	
too	loud	to	teach	
grading	by	propane	lantern	
 
 



The	21	Types	of	Dirt	

cornbread	and	cake	
the	21	types	of	dirt	
too	loud	to	teach	
grading	by	propane	lantern	
 
 



Your	Turn	



Purpose	 Form	

Audience	

formal	

informal	

genre	

remember	learn	

assess	

share	

inform	

persuade	

argue	

self	

other	
students	

teacher	 others	outside	
the	classroom	

		Making	Decisions	about	Writing	Activities	



POW	

!  Pick	my	idea	
!  Organize	
!  Write	and	say	more	



Organizing	Ideas	



	
Strategies	for	Revising	





	Evaluate	 Verbalize	

This	doesn’t	sound	right.	 Say	more	about	this.	

This	is	not	what	I	wanted	to	say	 Leave	this	part	out.	

People	may	not	understand	this	part.	 Leave	this	part	the	same.	

This	is	not	useful	to	my	paper.	 Change	the	wording.	

This	part	is	good	 Cross	out	and	say	this	a	different	way.	

People	won’t	be	interested	in	this	part	

A	Writing	Rubric	



Activity	
 

QuickWrite	
 



 
!  arguments	to	support	claims	
!  conveying	complex	ideas	
!  planning,	revising,	editing	
!  researching		

58 

												CCRS-	Writing	that	Comes	from	Reading	Texts	
 



CCRS-	Writing	Tips	

! Listening	and	speaking	should	be	built	into	
any	sequence	of	activities	along	with	
reading	and	writing.	

!  “Re-read	it,	think	it,	talk	it,	write	it”	



CCRS-Video	Clip	

60 

Getting	Ready	to	Write:	Citing	Textual	Evidence	

								Grade	6-8	
	ESL,	Adv,	ABE,	HI	

Teaching	Channel	

				https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-about-textual-evidence	



CCRS-	Some	ELL	Modifications	to	Consider	

61 

•  Increased	work	on	writing,	spelling	rules,				
listening/speaking,	sentence	structure,	
pronunciation	

	
•  Students’	experiences	taken	into	account	
	
•  Students’	own	culture	used	as	source	of	
materials	(writing	assignments,	readings,	
discussion	topics)	





Explicit	Instruction/	
Scaffolding	



Introduce	
 



Model	by	Thinking	Aloud	



Share	Your	Own	Writing	



Provide	Guidance	and	Feedback	



Allow	Opportunities	for	Independent	Practice	



Reflect	
 





Resources	for	Writing	Instruction	
	



Types	of	Resources	Available	

!  Research	on	adult	writing	instruction	
!  Research-based	products	
!  Professional	development	opportunities	



					Research	on	Adult	Writing	Instruction	

!  The	evidence	base	for	writing	instruction	is	even	
more	reliant	on	K-12	research	than	the	research	
on	reading	instruction	for	adults.		

!  Very	few	resources	discussing	the	research	on	
reading	and	writing	are	on	the	LINCS	website.	

!  Most	resources	are	on	reading	alone	or	reading	
and	writing	research	combined.		

!  Writing	can	be	explicitly	taught.	
!  Resources	offer	specific	strategies.	



Synthesis	of	Research	on	Adult	Writing	
Instruction	

In	2012,	the	National	Research	
Council	released	Improving	Adult	
Literacy	Instruction:	Options	for	
Practice	and	Research.	This	500-
page	document	synthesizes	the	
research	on	literacy	and	learning	
instruction	in	the	United	States,	
focusing	on	individuals	ages	16	and	
older	who	are	not	in	the	K-12	
education	system.	The	full	report	
can	be	accessed	at	
www.nap.edu/catalog.php?
record_id=13242	



										Practitioner-Friendly	Research	

 In	addition	to	the	full	report,	the	NRC	has	released	
IMPROVING	ADULT	LITERACY	INSTRUCTION:	
Developing	Reading	and	Writing:	a	practitioner-friendly	
booklet	that	summarize	the	results	of	the	report	and	
provides	information	that	is	relevant	to	curriculum	
developers,	literacy	program	administrators,	teachers,	and	
tutors.		
The	booklet	can	be	accessed	at:	
	
	
		
	
www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13468	
 



Synthesis	of	Research	on	Adult	Writing	
Instruction	

www.all4ed.org/files/WritingNext.pdf	
																									lincs.ed.gov/programs/teal/publications/writing-read	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products	–	
Step	1	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products–		
Step	2	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products–		
Step	3		



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products	–	
Step	4	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products	–	
Step	5																															 	 	teal.ed.gov	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products	–	
Step	6	



Exploring	LINCS	for	Writing	Products	–	
Step	7	



Learning	to	Achieve	(L2A)	

Learning	to	Achieve	is	a	professional	
development	resource	to	improve	
instruction	for	adults	with	learning	
disabilities.								http://lincs.ed.gov/
programs/learningtoachieve/
materials.html	
 



 
Developing	Writers:	A	Workshop	
http://www.learner.org/workshops/hswriting/ 
 



7.2. Learner Web  
                 

www.learnerweb.org 





                                                                                       

 
Questions	or	Comments?	

Closing	



Thank	You	and	Evaluations	

													Please	fill	out	your	evaluation	form.		
	
																		We	appreciate	your	feedback.	
	

	 	 					Thank	you!		
 


